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' For few days inMarch, Greater Nolda, jest

cutside Mew Dalhi, became the focus of ak-
terrtion for the global PU industry. The PL
Assaciation of ldia should be warmly con-
grafulated upen the hugely successiul or
gansation of the PUTECH 2008, exhibon
amd technical conference, 2,200 visitors
from around the warld wisited the 105 .
mibitors, who occupied maore - than daublbe
the:space taken at the previous Eﬁ.lenuhhe
thar 115 delegatas listenad to 30 technical
papers. Despite concerns about the wse of
the new India Expo Centre in Greater Noida,
somme 45 ki from the centre of New Delhi,
the location provided warld class facilities
andl mesety ansurad that onby vasitors with a
real interest in the FU business attended.
Atthoogh wisitor numbers were lower than
for the previous eshibifion, the qualily and
depth of enquiries was very high, and a
great deal of business was dong. For thrae
days India dad mdead appear (o be the epl-
centre of the PU world with visitors from
across Asa, Australia, Ewrope, the U5 and
Afnca,

The event stated the prevsous day with the
Inaugural PU TECH golf competition, beld at
Jaypee Greens, mwhach more than 40 play-
ers-parficipated o compate for varous fro-
phies. The highly successhul and peofession-
ally orgamsed avent augured well for the
following ey, although exaitors ak the Expo

Cenire imepived m the buildup were less than
certamn

ller‘:‘u; opening ceremony was attended by
many eminent players and innovatoss from
ihe poburethane industry Bckiding Dr. Gunt-
er Dertel, Mr. M. Sarangapani, Mr, K. €.
Jain, Mrs. Sheela Gautam and Mr. Eng
Soo0 Chew wiio, assisted by Mr. Rahul
Gautam, Charman of the India PU Associz-
tion, all (it the ceremanial candie. Mr. G.
Ramachandran, Vice Chasrman daliverad
the walcome address cutlining the event's
programme and haw 2 was hoged that this
sacond PU TECH woudd carry the hopes and
aspirations for the P industry in india, "india
iz experiencing new and sophisticated prod
ucts hitherto outside the average indian pur-
chasing power, many of which cortain pely-
urethiane”, ha' stated and that "despite grow
Ing recessionary clouds alsewhere i the
waorld, the Indian PU industry was continuing
1o grow ak awound 12 % per vear™,

Continuing Mr, G. Ramachandran's address,

'._rm Rahul Gautam as Chairman of the indiasn

" PU Association cutined the growth opporturs
ties for tha FU Industry in Inda, explainng that
sithough ndia faces significant challenges
nchiding lack of nfrastructure, and the need
for better bealth and aducation it will be the
sacond largest consurner markel in the workd
by 2020, Based upon its 400 M pool of young

Hah! Giatam sdaressng t-aukence

wirkers; Mr Sautarn suggested that by 2020,
‘Ingia will bectme the epantra of globaiss
ticn with @ growing number of global enter-
prises beng of Indian crigin and have suffi-
cient geopolitical nfluence (o become 3
member of the & &, alongsxda Ch}nu’a\ﬂ.s far
a5 challenges faced by the polurethane in-
disstry-are concernad, quality must and wil
imprave, |ed by better milormed customens
and the industry wil have to maet greater e
gal compliances. However, Wr Gaatam was
corhidert thiat the industry had the monmentum
o sycoesd and that from a par capita core
sumption of 200 g demand woudd grow to
1000 g by 2020 1o create s demamd lor
1.2 milion tonnes of matersl,

The next speaker was the eminent Dr. Gunt-
er Crartel who provided a review of the poly-
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[12" — 14" March 2008] INDIA EXPO CENTRE - Greater Noida — INDIA.

A REPORT

Puds assiduously planned event:

PUTECH 2008, turned out to be
an impressive sliccess, in keeping
with extrapolations from the
garlier event — PUTECH 2005,

The 105 stalls spread across 3200
sgemitrs of floor space at the India

Mg Expar Cematre

Expo Centre in Greater Noida near
Mew Delhi, witnessed a total
number of 1802 visitors, excluding
the delegates. The numbers,
though lesser than in 2005, were
gualitatively superiar, as it
consisted of 3 more committed &
captive ‘target audience” (n
addition, as reported by the
fecretary — Mr Ramamurthy,
there were some unregistered
visitors who walked in dunng the
peak times without registering,
The Conference segment of the
event, witnessed the attendance

Nadewprthy fndernational Representimion
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BY THE EDITOR — PU TODAY:

of 134 delegates, amd the
presentation of 38 papers. By &
large, it was voled as an "exceflent
show, with all segments of the
global PU  Industry, being
represented here,” A-highpoint of
this event was, the introduction
af: *A Lifetime Achievement
award” — which was conferred on
Mr. Sarangpani al a spectacular
Gala Dinner and entertainment
fumetian.

The event literally ‘teed’ off with
a Golf Tournament at the [aypee
Greens Golf Course, sponsored by
(oW Chemicals and Bharat Seats.
An event exhibiting camaraderie
and true sportsmanship — with
hippes of having this ambience
spill  over inte  the highly
competitive business arena as
well, to inspire good business
ethics:

Cr. Gunter Oertel’s Inaugural
Speech  at  the Conference,
highlighted India’s trajectory
across the PLU horizan = it's PU
Market, he said, “has doubbed in
just the |ast 5
yis, (180,000
metric  tomns),
with  flexible
slab stock,
flexible maolded
and rigid foam
as: the leading
growth areas.”
He expressed “a
good hape,
that thiz
canference

P Tech 2008 Veme

with many fruitful discussions-and
the exhibitions would stimulate
new ideas....” to sistain this
mamentum in India’s growth and
development. Mr Soo Eng Chew's
keynote address ahout
Environment Challenges and
Dpportunities’, was also well
received by the delegates,

Mr. Rahul Gawtam. illustrated the

P Tech 2008 Theown Opent
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unshackled and is hungsy to
grow, (105 the MNCs, wha have
i now show the far sighledness
and step forward todnvest. At the
end of this conclayve i we can
excite enough people to considér
investing in India; we would have
accomplished the hasic purpose
af this PL-Tech 20087

IPA  had sponsared - an
independent markel research by
AL consultants LK. Ms Angela
Austin presented the farst cut of
Wi Gunter ertel's Jndogur) Speech their detailed and dccurate  Afeime Acfueverment Award - Me Sarangmani

runaway success of the event, by assessment of the Indian PU
mentioning the fact, that in spite tndustry in 2007 and forecasts for
af increasing the contracted 2012, She gave a conservative
Exhibitors' space, twice, IPuA had estimate of 10.9%. growth per
te disappoint some late entrants annum in the PU End- Users
who were nat able to exhibit due market, from ZH7T - 2012,

o lack of available space at the
wenuel He saw this overwhelming Right after the short vote of thanks
response of PUTECH 2008, as by the Vice-Chairman Mr. Mukesh
Yanother opportumity for all of us Bhuta, there arose a moment of
ta rédeem the past” —a fitting astounding veneration: when the
reply to those skeptics whao i delegates were asked to stand for
doubted the wisdom af hosting the Indian Mational Anthem, the
such an event in India (during audio  equipment gave way,
PUTECH 2005) — whose sUccess was resylting in just & video coming on,
a pleasant surprisel He spoke al An almost oppressive silence was
length on his analysis of the abviated by a single voice which
Indian situation and market immediately gathered auditary
conditions — concluding with the volume, as all Indians present,
ahservation that “The Indian jpined in, in singing the Mational
industiy has been completely Anthem! Wo other prouder and

Evnaaded Stands Momendnie Stall - PU Tech 2008 S Ve - Sail



